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New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency 

Special Needs Application 
 

Design Checklist 
 
Introduction 
 
The New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency (“Agency”) has a variety of Special 
Needs Programs for financing the development of service enriched housing for special needs 
populations.  As a funder, the Agency has a vested interest in financing buildings that are high 
quality, energy and resource efficient, appropriate for the community, and designed with the end 
user’s special needs in mind.  To this end, the Agency has developed a Design Checklist 
(“Checklist”).  The Checklist will walk the applicant through a series of design issues that must 
be considered and addressed in order for the project to receive funding.  All Special Needs 
Housing applicants must review the Checklist as part of the application and complete the 
Checklist prior to funding.  
 
The Checklist has two primary purposes: 

• To familiarize the applicant with the Agency’s design considerations and to have the 
applicant commit to incorporating these considerations into the design process. 

• To provide a basis for plan and specification review by the Agency and a starting point 
for design dialogue with the applicant. 

 
Contents 
 
The Checklist is divided into three substantive parts followed by a reference guide. The reference 
guide is intended to help clarify the meaning of each design consideration included in the 
Checklist.  Developers should review the reference guide prior to completing the application and 
Checklist as a means to better understand the Agency’s intent for each individual design 
consideration. 
 
I. User Needs – Reviewing the special needs of the residents and the implications for the 
physical design of the housing to support recovery, wellness and community integration. 
II. Sustainability – Examining green building considerations including energy efficiency, 
durability, operations, maintenance, resource conservation, and indoor air quality. 
III. Design Excellence – Reviewing key attributes of a well-designed housing project 
including parking, open space, landscaping, and building location, shape, appearance and layout. 
 
Completing the Checklist 
 
The Checklist is to be used in two ways:   

1) All applicants applying for financing through any of the Agency’s Special Needs 
Programs must review the Checklist and commit in the appropriate section of the 
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application to using the Checklist when designing their housing project.  Applicants 
should share the Checklist with their design professionals as early as possible to ensure 
that the design considerations are incorporated in the project plans and specifications. 

 
2) All applicants will need to complete the Checklist prior to a housing project receiving 

Special Needs Program funding.  Agency staff is available to meet with the applicant’s 
design professionals to review plans, specifications and design related Checklist items.  
Each item in the Checklist will require one of four responses: 

a. In the Plan – Applicant will indicate where in the site or building plan the issue is 
addressed. 

b. In the Specifications – Applicant will indicate where in the building specifications 
the issue is addressed. 

c. Narrative – Applicant will provide a narrative description of how the issue is 
being addressed, if it is not clear in the plans or specifications. 

d. Not Applicable – Applicant will explain why the design issue is not applicable or 
is not being addressed. 

 
Cost Implications 
 
Most of the elements included in this Checklist will not require additional costs.  However, some 
items are above and beyond a typical building scope of work and may require additional 
expense.  Design aspects that are deemed appropriate and reasonable by the Agency that may 
increase the overall development budget will be considered eligible costs and funded by the 
Agency.  Applications that maximize the good design considerations embodied in the Checklist 
will be a priority for Agency funding. 
 
More Information 

The Special Needs Application and the Design Checklist can be found at 
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/hmfa/consu/special/.  The attached reference guide contains a wealth 
of technical information as well as professional contact information.  Please refer to this 
information.  For questions regarding items in the Checklist, please contact Pamela 
DeLosSantos, NJHMFA Technical Services Division, at 609-278-7627.  

The Agency acknowledges the technical assistance provided by the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology, Center for Architecture and Building Science Research in developing and 
implementing the Checklist. 
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Special Needs Application Design Checklist 
 
I. USER NEEDS CHECKLIST  
 
Everyone wants and deserves housing that is safe, comfortable, offers privacy and supports 
recovery, wellness and community integration.  Housing developed with consideration of “user 
needs” will assist residents/tenants to function at the peak of their abilities. However, the 
provision of these basic housing elements for persons with special needs can present a challenge.  
A primary characteristic of many special needs populations is the difficulties they encounter 
when coping with the environmental stressors and/or barriers that are typically present in 
traditional residential settings. Challenges from mental, physical, and intellectual disabilities may 
make special needs groups more vulnerable to impact from the environment.   
 
The best practice in design considers the fit between the individual on his or her environment.  
The following design guidelines focus on issues to be considered when planning housing for 
persons with special needs.  
  
General Issues 
 
Special Needs 
 
.tcejorp eht fo noitalupop tegrat eht yfitnedI 1.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
eht ni deredisnoc eb dluohs taht noitalupop tegrat eht fo sdeen euqinu eht yfitnedI 2.NU ‮ 
design of the building(s). 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Site and Building Issues to Consider 

 
Safety/Security 
 
lortnoc dna rotinom ot ysae ti ekam ot stixe dna seirtne gnidliub eht dna etis eht ngiseD 3.NU ‮ 
who comes into the building and that “fits’ into the neighborhood. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ecalp a edivorP .gnidliub eht otni teg yeht erofeb srotisiv neercs ot sgnidliub ngiseD 4.NU ‮ 
where visitors, who have been screened, can wait for residents/tenants without entering the 
building. 
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
enoyna dna stnanet/stnediser htob ot elbisiv ylhgih era taht smetsys ytiruces edivorP 5.NU ‮ 
who approaches or comes into the building.  Use high profile security serves as a deterrent to 
inappropriate use of the building, theft, and threats to personal safety and security, and that 
support staffs ability to monitor the building. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.derotinom ylisae dna teerts eht morf detcetorp si taht ecaps roodtuo rof edivorP 6.NU ‮   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
gnidnuorrus eht htiw elbissop sa ylsselmaes sa ni ngised dna elacs gnidliub dnelB 7.NU ‮ 
buildings.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ro gnitseretni yllarutcetihcra ni (elbisaef tnetxe eht ot) stnemele ngised lanigiro evreserP 8.NU ‮ 
historically significant buildings. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Community access 
 
dna serots yrecorg ,gnippohs ,seitilicaf laicremmoc ot ssecca ysae rof edivorP 9.NU ‮ 
restaurants. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.skrap dna ,yrarbil ,seitivitca laicos dna lanoitaercer ot ssecca edivorP 01.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.seitilicaf lacidem ot ssecca edivorP 11.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.pihsrow fo sesuoh ot ssecca edivorP 21.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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.noitatropsnart cilbup ot ssecca edivorP 31.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.seitinutroppo tnemyolpme ot ssecca edivorP 41.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Accessibility 
 
ereht fi ,pmar a ereht sI :EF)  .doohrobhgien dna etis gnidliub elbissecca na rof ngiseD 51.NU ‮ 
are stairs – how many?) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
seitilibasid lacisyhp htiw snosrep evres lliw tcejorp eht fI) .seirtne elbissecca ngiseD 61.NU ‮ 
are all floors and common space accessible?) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.ytilicaf eht tuohguorht stinu gnillewd dna secaps nommoc elbissecca edivorP 71.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.saerA ytivitcA /gnitisiV/noitcaretnI rof ngiseD 81.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
dna (retupmoc dna gnidaer ,.e.i) seitivitca teiuq rof wolla taht secaps etarapes rof nalP 91.NU ‮ 
noisy/social ones (television, music, pool, ping pong, etc.). Multi-use space can lead to conflict. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
laicos stnanet/stnediser a rof hguone egral (secaps gniniojda fo seires ro) ecaps edivorP 02.NU ‮ 
event or meeting. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
,sey fI  .sdnuorg eht no ro gnidliub eht ni dewolla eb ot si gnikoms fi enimreteD 12.NU ‮ 
appropriate ventilation and protection measures should be considered.   Shared living space 
should be smoke-free.  If smoking is prohibited in the building is there a designated area outside 
the building for smoking? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dwelling Unit Issues to Consider: 
 
Personal Control 
 
lanosrep fo seitilauq tneibma eht etaluger ot ytiliba stnanet/stnediser etaerC 22.NU ‮ 
environments (HVAC) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
taht esion dna thgil fo tnuoma eht lortnoc ot seitinutroppo stnanet/stnediser edivorP 32.NU ‮ 
come into dwelling units. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
dna ,teerts eht dna stinu neewteb ,stinu neewteb noitalusni dnuos etauqeda rof ngiseD 42.NU ‮ 
between units and social spaces so residents/tenants can create peaceful environments in their 
dwellings. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Kitchen, Food Storage and Preparation 
 
na sa hcus ,doof elbahsirep erots ot ysae ti ekam taht stnemele ngised edivorP 52.NU ‮ 
adequately sized refrigerator and freezer. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
slisnetu gnitae/gnikooc dna (stenibac) sdoof yrd rof ecaps egarots etauqeda dliuB 62.NU ‮ 
(cabinets and drawers). 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
eraperp ot stnanet/stnediser rof ecaps etauqeda sedivorp taht ngised nehctik nalP 72.NU ‮ 
meals, such as a sufficient amount of counter space and a sink large enough for food preparation 
and clean up. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.evaworcim dna ,pot kooc ,nevo ,evots gnidulcni ,secnailppa gnikooc etauqeda edivorP 82.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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.srodo gnikooc etanimile ot noitalitnev tsuahxe etauqeda edivorP 92.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
:esu ot ysae dna efas ,yldneirf remusnoc era taht secnailppa gnikooc yficepS 03.NU ‮ 

• Electric burners that remain red as long as they are hot 
• Clearly defined burner edges 
• Controls that are clearly labeled and can be turned on with one hand. 
• Controls that can be regulated without reaching over the cook top 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Maintaining the Household 
 
:naelc peek ot ysae era taht sehsinif tceleS 13.NU ‮ 

• Flooring that is easy to mop and does not show the dirt 
• Backsplashes behind cooking areas that are easy to wipe down 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
dna rettulc eziminim ot sgnignoleb dna seilppus rof egarots etauqeda rof ngiseD 23.NU ‮ 
maximize access. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.ycavirp edivorp dna niatniam ot ysae era taht stnemtaert wodniw yficepS 33.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Maintaining Personal Hygiene 
 
.smoorhtab elbissecca dna efas ngiseD 43.NU ‮ 

• Plumbing fixtures that are easy to understand and use 
• Faucets that can be operated with one hand (lever or single blade lever handles) 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.snoiger dloc dna toh eht etacidni ylraelc stecuaf taht erusnE 53.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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.hsulf eno htiw ytpme ot erusserp retaw tneiciffus htiw steliot hsulf ot ysae yficepS 63.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.noitalupop tnediser eht fo sdeen eht dnim ni gnipeek buthtab ro dna rewohs yficepS 73.NU ‮  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.srodo moorhtab gnitnev rof metsys tsuahxe doog a si ereht erusnE 83.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Provision of Personal Space 
 
a etomorp taht stinu gnivil laudividni dna stnemtrapa laudividni fo ngised a erusnE 93.NU ‮ 
sense of personal, identifiable (‘My”) space and territory.   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Offer Adequate Space 
 
erauqs etacidnI) .stnanet/stnediser eht rof ezis etauqeda reffo taht stinu gnivil edivorP 04.NU ‮ 
footage for bedroom and individual units.) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.aera gnipeels/gnivil morf aera gnikooc fo noitarapes lausiv rof ngiseD 14.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.ecaps tesolc/egarots etauqeda ylppuS 24.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.ecaps roolf pu-eerf nac taht sni-tliub rof nalP 34.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Provide Privacy Options 
 
saera nommoc eht ni dna stinu lanosrep ni ycavirp lausiv rof snoitpo etauqeda edivorP 44.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
stinu gnillewd neewteb tnemtaert lacitsuoca doog hguoht ycavirp yrotidua niatniaM 54.NU ‮ 
and rooms in the common areas.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
:snoisuled lacitpo dna snoitanicullah reggirt ton od taht sgnihsinruf dna sehsinif tceleS 64.NU ‮ 

•  severely defined wood grains  
•  laminates with ominous or illusion inducing patterns 
•  floor patterns that create illusion of movement 
•  flooring and furniture finishes that reflects excessive glare 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
latnemnorivne rehto dna ,thgil ,esion etaluger ot ytiliba stnanet/stnediser erusnE 74.NU ‮ 
stimuli with the potential to induce psychological stress. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CAVH fo lortnoc stnanet/stnediser rof edivorP 84.NU ‮  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.yrassecen fi ,thgilnus tcerid morf fles tcetorp ot ytiliba stnanet wollA 94.NU ‮  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Design for Active Living 
 
eht ni seitivitca roodtuo rehto dna gnikib/gniklaw rof seitinutroppo edivorP 05.NU ‮ 
neighborhood. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.gnidliub eht ni esicrexe lacisyhp rof seitinutroppo rof ngiseD 15.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
esicrexe etis-no rof seitinutroppo edistuo edivorP 25.NU ‮ 
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• flower gardens, 
• basketball hoop, shuffleboard, kick ball wall 
• lawn maintenance 
• children’s playground (if appropriate), etc. 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Persons with Intellectual Disabilities 
 
a tneserp dna esu ot detacilpmocnu eb dluohs serutxif dna secnailppa ,stinu lortnoC 35.NU ‮ 
minimum number of options. Controls should be easy to read with both large printed directions 
and visual graphics 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
retaw woh etacidni ylraelc dna esu ot ysae era serutxif rewohs dna knis taht erusnE 45.NU ‮ 
temperature is regulated. Again, directions should have printed (hot, cold) and visual (blue, red) 
cues. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
sa hcus ,elbisneherpmoc dna elbissecca era taht stinu lortnoc latnemnorivne yficepS 55.NU ‮ 
easy-to-read and operate thermostats or individual heating and air conditioning controls.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Shared  Living and Community Residences 
 
erom yb ylsuoenatlumis desu eb nac taht saera nommoc rehto dna snehctik ngiseD 65.NU ‮ 
than one person at a time. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.srotisiv rof ecaps etavirp edivorP 75.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.saera sgnivil derahs morf ycavirp edivorp taht smoordeb etarapes rof ngiseD 85.NU ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

11 



fo rebmun eht eziminim ,ton fI  .moorhtab nwo rieht sah laudividni hcae taht erusnE 95.NU ‮ 
people that share a bathroom.   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
:dluohs tinu eht fo ngised ,gnillewd a erahs lliw tnediser eno naht erom nehW 06.NU ‮ 

• Allow more than one person to work in the kitchen or laundry area simultaneously 
• Provide residents with separate spaces for storing their groceries, dishes, utensils, cook 

ware, etc. 
• Provide residents/tenants with individual storage space for personal belongings. 
• Provide more than one common area so residents/tenants can pursue different activities at 

the same time (television, videos, music, cards and games, etc.). 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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II. SUSTAINABILITY CHECKLIST 
 
Organizations that apply for HMFA funding for Special Needs populations must consider the 
features listed below to ensure the sustainable design, construction and operation of their 
developments.   
 
These considerations are derived from the New Jersey Green Homes Office “New Jersey 
Affordable Green’ (NJAG) program requirements.  When prioritizing considerations, they may 
become more or less important based on the different special needs populations.  The entire 
NJAG “Green Feature Matrix” and “Reference Guide” can be obtained from the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs’ Green Homes Office, along with information on the various 
incentives that are available for many of these features.  
 
(NOTE: The numbers listed in parentheses after each feature are the reference numbers in the 
NJAG Green Feature Matrix). 
 
 
Site & Land Use 
 
Outdoors 
 
.(elbacilppa fi) seert teerts dna noitategev ,seert gnitsixe gnivreserp rof nalp a poleveD 1.S ‮ 
(SL-5) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(6-LS) .niag ralos evissap ezimitpo ot etis poleveD 2.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(43-AI) .tinu yreve rof weiv dna gnithgilyad ot sseccA 3.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Indoor Air Quality 

 
Construction Quality Management 
 
(3-AI) .noitcurtsnoc gnirud tsud morf metsys CAVH dna stcud tcetorP 4.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Materials and Product Choices 
 
(7-AI).secived noitsubmoc lla rof noitsubmoc delaes edivorp ro tnev rewoP 5.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(8-AI) .sehsinif roiretni rof stniap COV wol esU 6.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(9-AI) .sevisehda dna stnalaes roiretni lla rof stniap COV wol esU 7.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(01-AI) .stenibac ni draobelcitrap eerf-FU-non yna etaluspacnE 8.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(11-AI) .noitalusni eerf-edyhedlamrof-aeru esU 9.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Flooring 
 
delcycer %02 htiw ,teprac elip-wol ,sulP lebaL-neerG s’etutitsnI guR dna tepraC eht esU 01.S ‮ 
content. (IA-14) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(a41-AI) gnicaf dna gnikcab delcycer htiw elit teprac esU 11.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
dna srodirroc ,shtab ,snehctik ,smoor gnivil/gninid ni gniroolf yhtlaeh ,elbarud esU 21.S ‮ 
entries (IA-15) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(a51-AI) elit gniroolf yrtne dna htab ,nehctik elbarud esU 31.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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(b51-AI) .muelonil gniroolf yrtne dna nehctik elbarud esU 41.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(61-AI) .sevisehda teprac COV-wol esU 51.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(81-AI)  nwod-eulg fo daetsni teprac nwod kcaT 61.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Ventilation and Moisture Management 
 
(22-AI)  .smetsys ria decrof detcud ni sretlif ria (rehgih ro) ycneiciffe-muidem esU 71.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(42-AI)  .moor deipucco hcae ot noitalitnev citamotua edivorP 81.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proper Handling and Avoidance of Toxics 
 
(72-AI) .secnailppa yrucrem-non esU 91.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(82-AI)  .sgniliec tnemesab ni sttab noitalusni detaluspacne esU 02.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(03-AI) .sedicitsep diova ot ,tnemeganam tsep detargetni rof epacsdnaL 12.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Energy Efficiency 
  
Building Envelope and HVAC 
 
 
 
 
(1-EE)  .detar ratS ygrenE era stinu lla erusnE 22.S ‮ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(2-EE) .statsomreht eerf-yrucrem edivorP 32.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(3-EE) .gniniart tnapucco edivorp dna statsomreht elbammargorp esu-ot-ysae edivorP 42.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(4-EE)  .noitaluclac daol J launaM fo %02 nihtiw tnempiuqe eziS 52.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(5-EE)  .stnemeriuqer ratS ygrenE dnoyeb (s)retaeh retaw rotcaf ygrene-hgih edivorP 62.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(6-EE)  .ecaps denoitidnoc ni ,smunelp tcud tpecxe ,krowtcud lla nuR 72.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lighting 
 
ygrenE edivorp lla dna moor rep erutxif gnithgil ratS ygrenE eno fo muminim a edivorP 82.S ‮ 
Star fixtures for all outdoor lighting. (EE-9) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(02-EE)  .sthgil roiretni dedeennu ffo nrut ot slortnoc rosnes-thgilyad edivorP 92.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
rof tpecxe secaps nommoc ni slortnoc ycnapucco detamotua htiw gnithgil edivorP 03.S ‮ 
hallways and stairwells. (EE-21) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Appliances 
 
(52 ,42 ,32-EE)  .srehsawhsid dna srehsaw sehtolc ,srotaregirfer ratS ygrenE edivorP 13.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resource Efficiency 
 
Job-Site Operations 
 
lla taht erusne ot snoitacificeps eht ni nalp tnemeganam etsaw noitcurtsnoc a edulcnI 23.S ‮ 
appropriate concrete, metals, woods, recyclable plastic bottles and cardboard from the 
construction and demolition waste is recycled.  (RE-1) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(2-ER)  .sirbed noitilomed dna noitcurtsnoc egavlas ro elcyceR 33.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Building Envelope 
 
(3-ER)  .sliated gnihsalf dna wodniw ABEE esU 43.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(4-ER) .tnemec rebif .g.e ;gnidis elbarud erom ro raey-05 yficepS 53.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Landscaping, Pavement & Stormwater  
 
(9-ER) .stnalp tnarelot-thguord ro/dna evitan ylno esU 63.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(01-ER) .noitagirri ycneiciffe hgih esU 73.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(11-ER) .noitagirri rof noitcelloc retawniar esU 83.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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(21-ER) .syawklaw dna soitap roodtuo rof srevap suoivrep esU 93.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(31-ER) .gnikrap dna sdaor rof srevap suorop esU 04.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recycling 
 
(62-ER) .saera nommoc roiretxe ni detacol sretnec gnilcycer-etisno edivorP 14.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(72-ER)  .nehctik hcae raen ro ni sreniatnoc dna saera gnilcycer edivorP 24.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Operations & Maintenance 

 
Education 
 
(1-MO) .stinu pihsrenwo rof gniniart dna launam M&O htiw renwo edivorP 34.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(2-MO)  .statsomreht elbammargorp esu ot stnanet/stnediser niarT 44.S ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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III. DESIGN EXCELLENCE CHECKLIST 
 
The following Checklist was created to ensure that key issues with the most direct impact on 
overall design quality are addressed at the earliest stages of the development process.  The 
considerations are presented in summary form below and are described in more detail in Section 
2 of this Guidelines Supplement. 
 
Each consideration is important to achieving design excellence and to create a housing 
development that meets the needs of its users, understands and responds to its context, enhances 
its neighborhood and is built to last.  Further information on each consideration can be found in 
the Special Needs Application Design Checklist Reference Guide.  
 
Parking Considerations   
 
.teerts eht ro gnidliub eht ,etis eht etanimod ton seod taht gnikrap rof ngiseD 1.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.saera gnikrap dna syawevird ,segarag eht fo tcapmi llarevo eht eziminim ot ngiseD 2.D ‮   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
rof seitinutroppo elpitlum edivorp dna stops gnikrap lla ot ssecca ysae edivorP 3.D ‮ 
surveillance of the parking area(s). 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.noitcaretni nairtsedep/elcihev eziminim ot ngiseD 4.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.(s)aera gnikrap eht fo ytiruces eht ezimixam ot ngiseD 5.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Public Open Space Considerations 
 
eht ni ”ecaps“ rehto yna sa ytilauq fo level emas eht ot saera nepo cilbup ngiseD 6.D ‮ 
development.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
.smoor roodtuo erew yeht fi sa secaps nepo cilbup ngiseD 7.D ‮    
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.secaps dellortnoc yletavirp dna ytinummoc ,cilbup neewteb seiradnuob raelc edivorP 8.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
etatilicaf ot stinu gnillewd laudividni morf secaps nepo derahs ot ssecca lausiv edivorP 9.D ‮ 
surveillance of these spaces.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Landscaping 
 
Landscaping can make or break a development. 
 
.noitaredisnoc yradnoces a reven si gnipacsdnal taht os ngiseD 01.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.elbissop sa sgnitnalp fo yteirav a hcir sa edivorP 11.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.gnipacsdnal eht htiw krow ot saera devap lla ngiseD 21.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.teem secafrus drah dna saera detnalp erehw segde eht ot noitnetta ngised eviG 31.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.nalp epacsdnal eht fo trap largetni na sa dedivorp gnitaes roodtuo yna ngiseD 41.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.nalp epacsdnal eht fo strap largetni sa shtap lla ngiseD 51.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.tnempiuqe dna slairetam ecnanetniam epacsdnal rof egarots etauqeda edivorP 61.D ‮  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Building Location 
 
.etamilc sti ot dnopser dna etis sti ecnahne ,teerts sti tcepser ot gnidliub eht ngiseD 71.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.detaeniled ylraelc si yrtne etis eht taht erusnE 81.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.gnidliub eht fo ytiniciv etaidemmi eht nihtiw snrettap kcabtes gnitsixe niatniaM 91.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
larutan dna ssecca ralos yllaicepse ,etamilc eht fo egatnavda mumixam ekat ot ngiseD 02.D ‮ 
ventilation.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
stinu gnillewd dna secaps nommoc elbissecca edivorP 12.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Building Shape 
 
A building should reinforce the physical “fabric” of the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
serutcurts tnecajda fo sthgieh eht ot (s)erutcurts wen eht fo thgieh llarevo eht etaleR 22.D ‮ 
and/or of buildings in the immediate neighborhood. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ni sgnidliub fo elacs tnelaverp eht ot (s)erutcurts wen eht fo gnissam dna elacs eht etaleR 32.D ‮ 
the immediate neighborhood. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ekil-xob naht rehtar ,sepahs foor dna smrof gnidliub fo yteirav a gnizilitu redisnoC 42.D ‮ 
forms with large, unvaried roofs. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Building Appearance 
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A building should look good to residents/tenants and neighbors. 
 
erehw ytinummoc eht ni gnisuoh fo egami eht htiw ni stif taht egami gnidliub a redisnoC 52.D ‮ 
the project is located.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
s’gnidliub eht ot elbissop sa ytixelpmoc lausiv dna larutcetihcra hcum sa edivorP 62.D ‮ 
appearance. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
sweiv ecnahne ot swodniw fo ezis dna rebmun eht (stniartsnoc tegdub nihtiw) ezimixaM 72.D ‮ 
and make spaces feel larger 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ytilauq doog ,ralimis fo sedacaf eht ot edacaf gnidliub wen eht fo retcarahc eht etaleR 82.D ‮ 
buildings in the surrounding neighborhood or region. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ytilauq doog ,ralimis ni dnuof esoht ot gnidliub wen eht fo (s)epahs foor eht etaleR 92.D ‮ 
buildings in the surrounding neighborhood or region. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
,ralimis fo – sedacaf teerts eht no ylralucitrap – sgninepo fo mhtyhr dna ezis eht tcepseR 03.D ‮ 
good quality buildings in the neighborhood or surrounding area. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
eht fo sedacaf teerts eht no ylralucitrap ,sliated dna mirt ot noitnetta ngised luferac yaP 13.D ‮ 
building. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
era taht gnifoor dna (sllaw noitadnuof gnidulcni) edacaf eht rof sroloc dna slairetam esU 23.D ‮ 
compatible with those in similar, good quality buildings in the surrounding neighborhood or 
region. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Building Layout 
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A building should “work” for residents, staff and visitors. 
 
,gnithgil ,ytiruces ,retlehs fo seussi ot tcepser htiw seirtne ot noitnetta ngised luferac yaP 33.D ‮ 
durability, and identity. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
era yeht taht erusne dna ,yllartnec smoor nommoc dna seitilicaf etacol ot tpmettA 43.D ‮ 
comfortable, accessible, durable and flexible. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
s’reganam :saera ecivres dna troppus yek fo noitacol dna ngised eht redisnoc ylluferaC 53.D ‮ 
office, maintenance rooms, janitor’s facilities, mechanical equipment rooms and trash collection 
areas. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
dna stnemele ngised rojam sa ,sriats dna spmar yrtne yllaicepse ,sriats dna spmar taerT 63.D ‮ 
integrate accessible building entrances into the design 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.meht fo tnorf ni ecaps eht fo ngised eht ot dna srotavele fo noitacol eht ot noitnetta yaP 73.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ylevissecxe era taht srodirroc diova dna srodirroc ssecca fo ngised eht ot noitnetta yaP 83.D ‮ 
long. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
.ngised yb ytiruces eht ezimixam ot syaw redisnoC 93.D ‮ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTE: The Board of Public Utilities Clean Energy Program offers programs, incentives, and 
rebates for energy efficiency and renewable energy.  Details about these incentives, along with 
access to detailed information about federal tax credits for energy efficiency and renewable 
energy can be found at: http://www.njcleanenergy.com/.   
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